

Fundraiser

Emma Grahame
As medsin fundraiser I believe I can make a real difference in improving the societies events and in turn build up a very healthy kitty which we can be proud to hand over to charity. 
 
I can say this with confidence because:
· I already have experience on the medsin fundraising committee, seeing firsthand the commitment required for a successful candidate.
· On a charitable trip to Uganda, I was part of a team responsible for raising £56,000 to build a new primary school for impoverished children. We not only met this target but managed to smash it. 
· I was a member of an independent Activity Group where we were purely responsible for gathering and managing our budget. Hence, it was vital that we organised successful fundraising events. 
· I am proactive and enthusiastic with a drive to get the job done. 
 
As I am sure you can see this makes me the obvious choice for the fundraising position next year. 

Beth Stone
Hiii I'm Beth, I'm running for position of fundraiser because I think I can organise events that will not only raise LOTS of money for a very worthy cause, but will be worth attending! I've been on the sub-comittee for this year's casino night, and have proved pretty good at getting the people of Leicester to give me prizes for free! I'm also a pretty mean baker, so I'm ready for all those cake sales! I'll work closely with the new social sec to make sure that events raise money and awareness in awesome ways! Vote for Beth (:

Mo Bux
[image: 18537_1383469744980_1179080456_31140761_2532904_n.jpg]I have been part of the Medsin fundraising subcommittee this year and helped organise the upcoming Casino Night and the cake sales that were a great success. I have learnt a lot under Alex, Shabana and Anna and hope to do a great job, if not an even better one. I am also 1st year rep for Sexpression where I helped organise many events and also formed my own subcommittee. 
I think that Medsin have got exactly the right idea about how we need to think locally to act globally in order to help those less fortunate than ourselves and I want to play an integral role in helping Medsin achieve this goal. 
I intend to brainstorm ideas with the other fundraisers, and a subcommittee which I intend to form, to come up with something like this year’s Casino night; i.e. something innovative. 
I think that cake sales are very good fund raisers and that they should be held more often to generate funds for bigger events. 
I am good at negotiating with people in order to get freebies, which is always handy as it means more money for Medsin!!! 

Education rep

 Karthick Selvakumar
“One of the greatest diseases is to be nobody to anybody.” 
A quote I will refer to in my speech

I feel genuinely that Medsin does a great job in raising awareness through their events such as Africa Night and Homed Monologues in the Global health week and The Crossing Borders movie night about the world culture and the global health problems. They directly help people in all their projects such as HOMED, Gondor Project and Marrow. 
I have been involved in the mini-education committee for organising some educational events. I have only gotten more motivated by the importance of medsin’s job in making people aware of the issues around us and so, I applied for this post. I felt it would be great if I could get more involved as the position involves actively co-ordinating the mini-committee to raise awareness. If I get this position, I will do everything in my effort to do what is required of me to let other people know of what’s happening around us.
 
Publicity

Veera Mirdavoudi
Hey guys, as you probably already know, my name is Veera, and I am running for Publicity Officer 10/11 for the Medsin committee! 

Why do I want to do it?
· With my current experience and involvement with Medsin, I have found that I truly enjoy and fully support what medsin stands for.
· In general, I enjoy being involved and playing my part for a cause, and Medsin is the ideal society to devote my time to.
· Publicity requires creativity, and a great way to channel some of that creativity would be through Medsin as Publicity Officer.
Why can I do it?
· As first year representative on the current Medsin committee, as well as being a member of the Medsin Education Mini-Committee, I have quite a bit of Medsin experience under my belt for a first year already, and I can use this knowledge to ensure that I get the job done in a way that upholds all of Medsin’s ideals.
· Last year I was the head of my school branch of Amnesty International Human Rights Club, which has ideals which run parallel to those of Medsin, although on a more general scale. I have a wealth of experience in many aspects relating to human rights societies, which I can use to my advantage on the committee.
· Publicity is a method of making people aware of what is occurring and when. An important method in publicity is word of mouth, and seeing as many of the first years know me already, I am in an ideal position to encourage the passing of information among them. I am also easy to approach, being acquainted with the majority of the first year, making it easier and more comfortable for people to ask me questions.
· I am quite creative, and can come up with many intriguing and effective publicity media, making it easier for people to find out what is going on and where, without having to make a big effort on their part.
What does this mean for you?
Voting for me would mean knowing what’s going on, when, and where, all the time for Medsin, with you having to put in minimal effort, and all in all, that’s why you should vote for me!

Anshu Sachdev
Medsin is an amazing society and is something that I would be privileged to be a part of. The activities are so diverse and it is definitely something I would like to be more involved in. I believe that I get on with people well and that I'm easy to approach. I’m always cheerful and bubbly and I am happy to talk to people and point them in the right direction if they need advice or more information on anything like an event or campaign. I'm confident in my skills to talk to both my peers and those who are older. Being a Publicist holds responsibility and I will look forward to the challenges it will bring! =]

I am always on Facebook, so I will be able to keep the groups and events up to date and send out messages to all members on a regular basis. I would be able to make posters and maintain the board: I have a creative flare and love designing and putting together eye-catching posters as well as doing anything to attract any attention to an event or campaign such as fancy dress; because I love dressing up and it’s bound to attract peoples attention, I've done this many times before at school and Marrow man definitely caught my attention at introweek!

I am also willing to do shout-outs before Lectures and I will mention events and campaigns to peers and friends as much as possible (and possibly annoy them in the process)! I can be very convincing if I need to be! Some people say I talk too much but I don’t think that’s a bad trait for a Publicist, well, I hope not! =]

Anindya Sanyal
What is Medsin to me? To me, Medsin is an opportunity. An opportunity to help other people in need, an opportunity to grow as a person and an opportunity to open my eyes about health issues all around the world.

Why did I choose Medsin? Medsin is an organization which encompasses not just one, but several recognized projects. This stands out for me because I want to be exposed to a wide range of issues in order to gain a broader knowledge about health around the world. Most importantly, gaining the support and trust of the students in this committee is what I know will encourage me to add to this amazing effort.
Why choose me as publicity officer? I have always enjoyed designing posters and banners, especially by using IT. Therefore, it seems logical that I use my best assets to benefit Medsin whilst enjoying myself as well.

What do I bring to the table? First and foremost, I love working in a team. However, if needed, I am willing to take the lead role and recognize the responsibility that I am given. For example, I feel that my completion of the Duke of Edinburgh silver award justifies this reasoning. Due to my completion of GCSE Information Technology, I feel confident with my skills in Publisher and PowerPoint. Also, GCSE Design Technology helped to develop my skills in art and design even more. I was able to use these skills during fund raiser events which I attended throughout school where I always opted to make the posters for advertisement. Although I have done public speeches and performances before, this is an area where I would really like to improve.
Finally, I feel that I am a friendly person who tries to bring a smile to your face and I am not afraid to go up to random people and introduce myself, so spreading things by word of mouth shouldn’t be a problem.

[image: IMG000049]What will I do? I have always wanted to make those notice boards in MSB more eye catching…anyone got any ideas? I will always take other people’s opinions into account. Most importantly, I will give 100 percent to make sure every Medsin event gets the turnout that it deserves. I will always let the bigger cause be my guide.

Publicity – webmaster

Campaigns

Deemica Patel
Why I want to become Campaigns officer:
I am passionate about Global health issues and am aware of the inequalities that exist in healthcare not only between Countries but also within Countries. 
I am a firm believer that educating others and thus enhancing the understanding of others about issues is mandatory in bringing about change. This can be achieved by raising awareness of persisting issues through campaigns.

I would like to be elected as Campaigns officer because I want to help make a difference. I feel that I would be able to facilitate in the organisation of thought provoking events that will be beneficial. 
In particular I would focus on the inequalities that are present in the healthcare system for example:
· The distribution of resources
· Addressing users fees that may influence individuals access to healthcare
· Addressing access to food and water

Reasons to vote for me:
I am approachable and easy to get along with, qualities which are useful when working with others.
I work well within a team. My past experiences of effective team work were working at Pizza Hut, being part of the newsletter team, being part of the girls hockey team (although I was only accepted on the basis of convenience, not skill) and helping to organise an art exhibition. From these experiences I have learnt that team work is essential for any organisation to be successful. 
I am comfortable being a team player, yet am equally confident in adopting the role of the leader if need be.
I am organised and am able to cope well under pressure. If I was elected I would try to ensure that campaigns go according to plan and tasks are completed to the best of the committee’s ability.
My work group have dubbed me ‘the Counsellor’ as I try my hardest to prevent any arguments occurring within the group- although my toy hammer takes most of the credit for this (a present my group gave to me). I guess this could be useful as I could help to restore order in the committee if I was elected. 
I am committed to this cause and believe that I possess the necessary qualities for this role. If elected will try my hardest to ensure that all future campaigns continue to be as interesting as those in the past. 

What I would do if I was elected:
Make ‘the world a better place’- Heal the world, Michael Jackson; well I would try anyway

Projects

Haresh Selvaskandan
Hello Everyone! My name is Haresh Selvaskandan, and I’m running for Projects. For those of you that don’t know, Medsin is brilliant nation-wide network of medical students all working towards a common goal; a world where access to healthcare is an accepted and fulfilled human right. Seems like a daunting goal right? But Medsin has a plan. It tackles identified problems by educating the public, campaigning for what we believe in, and by setting up dedicated local projects.
Projects are a very important part of the network because it is through them that we really get to tackle issues from a grass root level. It allows us to harness to power of student bodies without delegating too much responsibility or requiring too much of a commitment. But the only way this system can work on a national scale, is if each local project does it’s part to contribute to the country wide movement it stands for. 
This can be quite a tough challenge for many projects and more often than not, they need all the help they can get. This is where the Projects Liason comes in. Being a part of the medsin committee means you have access to an arsenal of resources, and it’s the PL’s job to make sure that local projects have access to these, and to make sure that each project is running with maximum efficiency. Having had this position on Medsin 2 years ago, and having been President of Medsin for the past year, I understand completely what it is that Projects require of this role, and what it is the Medsin committee expects from this role. For these reasons, I believe I have the experience and the skills necessary to make Leicester’s local Medsin projects reach new levels of success, which I promise to work towards achieving.  
[image: http://photos-a.ak.fbcdn.net/hphotos-ak-snc1/hs212.snc1/7923_308184970499_536645499_9208138_7562993_n.jpg]
Mark Brown 
Hi, my name is Mark Brown. I’m currently a first year student and the role I’m going for is Projects Liaison. The reason why you should vote for me is because I have a great deal of interest in the projects already, and want to expand on them. Witnessing developing countries first-hand has motivated me and given me the driving force to pursue this role. However, alongside global issues, I am aware of issues closer to home, which projects such as HOMED, SABL to name a few are working to resolve. 
Prior to university, I was a member of the sixth form committee where my position entailed organising social events, fundraisers and the sixth form leaver’s ball. These events helped me develop my organisation, time management and team work skills, which I hope to bring to my role. 
Having a managerial position in employment has encouraged me to practise my interpersonal skills, leadership and the ability to work under pressure. These skills will aid me in being projects liaison whilst enabling me to pursue it with the best of my ability as well as allowing me to develop these skills further.
I have a number of ideas for this particular position within the Medsin organisation and would love the opportunity to introduce and contribute them towards their current aims. I think that all of the above makes me the ideal candidate for this position. I am a friendly, approachable guy and I’m determined to make a difference, and will do what it takes to do so.

So, to be as cheesy as possible, “Help Me, Help You Make the Change!” 

Social sec

Chevanthy Gnanalingam
The role of social secretary requires one to have an insight into the fundamental principles of Medsin, while being able to maintain an element of fun!  Those who know me would describe me as outgoing, responsible and always up for a good time! Yet having had the opportunity to be involved in Medsin  for two years; both as part of Sexpression and as a member of the mini fundraising committee this year,  I feel that I am able to integrate these qualities to undertake the role of social secretary successfully.
Here are some qualities that make me right for this role:
· Organised
· Resourceful
· Charismatic
· Confident
I also understand the importance of providing opportunities for Medsin Members to bond in a more relaxed atmosphere, as this can increase awareness of Medsin and also provide more opportunities for people to get involved. So I will make it my aim to see that socials are a regular occurrence! I also hope to liaise with the social secretaries of other societies, especially LUSUMA, to create more opportunities for social events.  
I hope you will consider me for the role of social secretary and to help make the year ahead a positive and exciting one!

Phase 2 rep

Ruby Birk

I have been on the Medsin committee since the end of my first year and have seen Medsin go from strength to strength. As each year passes and as the committee changes, I have seen Medsin-Leicester grow and expand to something that even the national network is proud of, and this is down to the hard work and sheer dedication of the committee. From my initial role as first year representative to my role as Vice-President of Medsin, I feel I have matured and so has my opinion of the value of Medsin to medical students. My previous role as Vice-President required qualities such as leadership, organisation and good communication, and I feel I can use these to improve the link between Medsin and Phase II students.

However, and quite unfortunately, it still seems to many people that Medsin is something that exists only for Phase I students. It shouldn't end there, and I definitely don't want it to! Medsin still has so much to offer Phase II students, and they are a valuable source of support and knowledge. The main problems are that events are poorly publicised to them or aren't catered around their timetables; issues which I would tackle as Phase II representative. I would show Phase II students that Medsin still has so much to offer them, and hopefully we can spread the word of Medsin-Leicester even further!

Treasurer

Ishan Gupta
My intention to join Medsin Leicester is clear. I am an active individual seeking to continue developing my leadership, communication and organization skills and while I could have done this by joining any society, I have chosen Medsin Leicester. The reason for this is that Medsin offers a unique opportunity to “Go Glocal”, that is to think globally and act locally. Through Medsin we have the opportunity to educate medics and other students on the health issues affecting the world, inform them as to how their choices can make an impact on these matters and the people who suffer from them, and we can even take an active role in combating health inequalities through voluntary work and charity. That’s what I hope we can achieve with next year’s Medsin committee And having been part of a large student body like Medsin before, I am also looking forward to the fun, enjoyment and experience that I know I’ll get out of this, especially in working with such a dynamic team and members.
In terms of my intentions as treasurer, I hope to bring about a responsibility in fiscal handling such that we are able to pull off all Medsin events with success while saving enough such that we are able to make a substantial contribution at the end of the year, as with the £ 4000 raised this year. As treasurer I intend to be present at every Medsin meeting in order to inform the committee of the resources available to us, work with other members and projects in determining responsible amounts of funding and budgeting for Medsin events, reimburse members for any costs etc. Also, in my experience, dynamic groups like Medsin sometimes get too excited about projects and events without thinking long-term, and I have every intention of bringing us back down to earth if need be. And of course, I know that I will share responsibilities and work with other members in planning, organizing and running other aspects of the committee. 
Although I really don’t know if this belongs in a manifesto, I feel it is relevant to include some credentials as proof of my competence. I have very strong communication and organization skills. I have organized Halloween for Hunger, a program I hope to bring to Medsin next year, where I organized sixty-eight volunteers to distribute seven hundred flyers and on Halloween night to collect, sort and package donations from twelve zones of one hundred homes each within a three kilometre radius. Together, we grossed a total of seven hundred ninety-four kilograms of food to donate to the local food bank. Also, as a student council executive I have worked a alongside a treasurer, where we counted $15,000 in donations, as well as  kept track of expenses and reimbursements and reported to the administration. Also, I have taken accounting courses which I am sure will be very useful.
I hope this shows my determination and competence to be Medsin Treasurer next year. Next year I intend to work with everyone in running a responsible and successful committee, all the while have an amazing time in the process.

Secretary

Hassan Hussain
Aims
· My aim for the year 2010-2011 is to keep Medsin running as smoothly and efficiently as possible
· Carry on the great work done by Kirsty during the past year by continuing to fill your inboxes with what Medsin and its projects are doing.
· Ensure communications between Medsin, all projects and we, the students are maintained so you can always know what is going on and when.
· Work with other members of the committee to organise big events such as the AGM.

Why me?
· Well, why not?
· I genuinely enjoy helping out and ensuring things are running to plan.
· If I’m elected I would be more than willing to carry out tasks which may be outside my description to aid Medsin when required.
· I am prepared to take on any paperwork and tasks that will be required for this role.
· I was deputy head boy in high school and was a link between the students and teachers which I guess means I was seen as a responsible and trustworthy member of the school.
· I also helped plan and organise our high school prom meaning I have the necessary organisation skills needed to carry out this job as effectively as possible.
· I’d like to think I’m an approachable guy and am willing to deal with anyone’s problems if and when they arise.
· [image: height=275]I am useful with office tools such as Office and Excel.
· I work effectively as part of a team which I believe is essential.
Vice President

Anna Collins
Why I am passionate about Global Health
Medsin opens eyes to UK healthcare inequalities. Our projects reduce these - making a real difference in Leicester. If every region in the UK has a branch working towards similar goals, real national health improvements can be made.
I travelled in India for a month, witnessing the effects of extreme poverty. We are lucky to have such accessible, modern healthcare in the UK. Small fundraising efforts can equal massive changes in developing nations. This experience gives me passion and drive to work to achieve Medsin goals so that health is a universally recognised human right.
 
What will I do if elected?
1) “Campaign a Term” – increase awareness of Medsin campaigns by focusing on a single campaign each term to ensure they get off the ground and become established.Discuss with Campaigns to set up a mini-committee to mirror the success of the fundraising mini-committee, increase man-power and drive awareness of campaigns
2) Primary role of VP is to support & facilitate committee-member’s goals. Due to my experience as a fundraiser I will offer to attend fundraiser meetings whenever they would like my advice or support.
3) Publicise the Medsin National Global Health Conferences to Medsin members, to increase attendance and encourage Medsin members to get involved.
4) Work alongside the President to attempt to bring the National Global Health Conference to Leicester.
[image: See full size image] 
Why I would be a fantastic Vice President
This year I have been a Medsin Fundraiser and will have successfully raised £3600 by the end of my term. I have:
1) Set up the “Mini Committee” allowing expansion and offering members the chance to be included. Chairing these meetings gave me strong leadership skills; I can successfully delegate and work effectively in a diverse team.
2) Created new events including: - Medsin Bingo, Casino Night and Medsin Love. And continued: - Charity Auction and Africa Night with great success. This shows my creative flair, ability to overcome barriers and meet deadlines.
3) Helped implement changes to member’s benefits ensuring they receive fundraising event discounts.
4) Increased Medsin presence at Introweek to publicise Medsin to freshers
5) Gained a working knowledge of all aspects of the Medsin committee, its projects and campaigns, which I can pass on to the future committee.
 
I have also engaged with Medsin projects:
1) Sexpression Phase 1 Rep - taught me the importance of engaging publicity and trained me to teach sexual education in schools which I thoroughly enjoyed.
2) Marrow – helped run a Marrow Clinic to raise awareness of the Anthony Nolan Trust.
 
Working outside of Medsin:
1) Ski Trip – involved getting the best ski package available for 40 medics. I developed organisational skills esp. regarding socials which will help me support the Medsin social sec.
2) Lancet Student Group – Raising awareness and debating inequalities in global health. I have presented a talk on the UK North/South divide and its relationship to health, proving I can speak passionately about global health topics to an audience.
 
Laurel Struthers
I am running for Vice President because I believe in Medsin.
 
I have always had an interest in global health issues. Before coming to university I worked in a clinic in Costa Rica; and experienced first hand inequalities in healthcare. 
 
A big part of Medsin is passion. Not just being passionate about the causes yourself, but being able to inspire passion in others. My involvement in Introweek this year made me realise how much I love talking about Medsin, and how proud I am to be a part of it. 
 
This year as Projects liaison I set up HOMED. At times it was both challenging and frustrating, but it was worth the effort as HOMED is going to be one of Medsin’s most locally active projects.  
 
I have good organisational and communication skills demonstrated by the successful events I have been a part of from cake sales to the HOMED Christmas appeal. I love the challenge of working with different groups of people and going beyond what is expected of you. I think in life we should always challenge ourselves and as Medsin VP I will always be up to the challenge.
 
Medsin is great, but it can be better and I think I have the skills and determination to help it run more efficiently. By building on the excellent foundations we have already I can make a difference in moving Medsin to the next level. With me as VP more non-medics would be encouraged to take part in educational and fundraising events and closer working would be achieved with LUSUMA to make Global Health Week a high impact, high energy, amazing week! I would also facilitate closer working with RAG.
 
In the spirit of involvement I would prioritise working towards a bigger turnout to health conferences – so everyone is given the chance to know that Medsin Leicester is the best!
 
The wider University and local community will be given plenty of opportunities to get involved with causes that interest them too through increased publicity of our events. A more accessible calendar of events will help to make sure that everyone knows what is going on.
 
I believe it is important for all of our projects, campaigns and officers to receive adequate support. As VP I will work hard to ensure that everyone receives the support that they need to make themselves and their campaigns/projects the best they can be! I believe I can do this because I have experienced first hand many of the challenges they have faced. I am very analytical so will see the good and bad points in all situations; I feel this makes me a good advisor.
 
As well as working hard I think it important to play hard and therefore I would organise more members’ socials to help us get to know each other better and to celebrate our achievements. 
 
I have the skills, passion and drive to be Medsin Vice President. I truly believe that together we have unlimited power to make the world a better place and implement change for good.
 
Previous experience
~Medsin Projects liaison 09/10
~HOMED co-ordinator 09/10
~Crossing borders project co-ordinator 08/09
~President of Schools charity society throughout sixth form
~Head waitress at an internationally renowned golf club. Responsibilities included managing the onsite restaurant during an international tournament, overseeing junior staff and ordering produce.
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 Kirsty Dolphin 
What does Medsin mean to me?
 (
Other experience:
1
st
 year Publicist for Crossing Borders 
08-09
Founder and MEWS President 
08-09
Medsin executive position as Secretary 
09-10 
Medics’ Ski Trip Organiser 
09-10
 
Member of the Student Lancet Group 
10
)Upon arriving at Leicester Medical School I became actively involved with Medsin since it’s vision and achievements  were so close to my own individual passion for global health. The inequalities in the world are highlighted to us every single day and I have been so proud working on a committee that targets this injustice on a local level. I have only had a glimpse of how this adds up nationally and internationally and being Medsin Leicester President would give me a valuble insight that I could use to inform, inspire and empower local members to continuously achieve more.

Why vote me for president?
· I’m passionate about global health, having attended the “Vulnerability in Health Conference”, currently studying the Health and Development SSM and applying for the Montreal IFSMA Conference proving I continue to educate myself about issues highly relevant to Medsin.  

· I organised all Medsin committee meetings, the Members’ Meeting, AGM and the Medics’ Ski Trip showing I have organisational skills in abundance. 

· I have the relevant leadership skills from previous experience as MEWS founder and President.

·  I have retained good sponsorship contacts within Medsin demonstrating I can liaise with others effectively which will be important both locally and nationally with Medsin UK.

· I will facilitate any committee members in their role should they need help by going above and beyond my constitutional role; I did this throughout the year decorating the Medsin board, doing shout outs, creating facebook events, baking for cake sales and collecting Charity Auction prizes.

· I have Medsin members’ best interests at heart having campaigned hard to obtain benefits Medsin members did not previously receive i.e. educational and fundraising event discount.

· I was in charge of membership this year encouraging 78 new members to join Medsin Leicester, being able to do this proves I am friendly and able to promote Medsin and its work with ease.

· I would love it so much! I’ve had the best year in Medsin and would love to stay involved!

What will I do?
· Offer opportunities for the wider UoL student population to get involved in Global Health Week, World AIDS Day and campaigns hence raising Medsin’s profile.
· Offer training from Medsin UK to Project and Campaigns committees.
· Encourage wider participation of Medsin members by local involvement in mini-committees e.g. Fundraising, Campaigns and Education and national involvement in Medsin UK conferences and forums.
· Improve Publicity through our website, facebook and Medics Info.
· Concentrate on enhancing the Projects and Campaigns already in place rather than setting up new ones. 
· Ensure that each committee member receives a brilliant handover by checking handover documents thoroughly and speaking to each role individually.
· Continue the work Medsin has done this year and learn from the successes and downfalls we’ve encountered.
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